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fare and expenses. The Diessbachers gave me 8 of them, but
with the condition that I keep separate account of my ex-
penses alone; when I informed the others that they were
to contribute the remainder there arose a great lament; no
one wanted fo give, although the expense was for the bene-
fit of all. There was contention in which each accused the
other of selfishness and greed ; precious time was thus wasted,
and our Steamer left without us, and two days were again
wasted.

On the 26th. This morning the Diessbachers all came to
me at my lodgings and declared if the others would not as-
sist they would send one or two men alone. I told them I
dare not venture such a trip alone. We went again to the
others and agreed as before to send two. So we again went
to the river and engaged passage on another boat going
that way; it is entirely new and is to make its first trip and
we are its first passengers.

On the 27th. We paid our passage $3.00 this morning to
Peoria, and left the Mississippi and entered the Illinois
River.

28th. This forenoon we started and it took four hours of
hard work to move the boat from the spot. Much of the
freight Salt, Whiskey and Sugar had to be loaded on a flat
boat. In the night the Mosquitoes tormented us so that
we could not close our eyes from night till morning. My
hands were all swollen as if I had the worst kind of itch.
This evening we asked of the Captain, knowing that there
were only two or three cabin passengers, if he could notfor
a small recompense allow us to sleep in a little room, as
we had no bedding at all and had for two nights slept on
floors and boxes without a particle of bedding. He let us
know that if each paid one dollar he would provide beds
for us. Of course we could not accept this, as we were now
travelling at the expense of poor families. Thereupon a
German, who had however been here over 40 years, gave us
some bedding to use. We had hardly laid down when the
boat again got stuck. Then arose a terrible thunder storm
such as only America can produce. One peal followed an



